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Bargaining

Practice 1
Your boss wants one of you to work over the weekend – Saturday and Sunday.  You have other commitments and it would be very inconvenient to have to work.  See if you can convince your colleague to cover for you – maybe you can offer to help him/her out to compensate for him/her covering for you?

Bargaining language
Rearrange the sentences below to form bargaining expressions

Party A – the upper hand
1. offer / make / What / kind / can / of / you / us?
2. Are / to / you / consider..? / willing
3. Would / to..? / you / prepared / be
4. hoping / were / We / for / something / to... / closer

Party B – want changes
5. offer / a / to / you... / might / We / position / in / be
6. the / absolutely / bottom / line / is / That
7. We / are / to... / prepared
8. that / might / able / be / to / on / We / point. / be / flexible

Both parties
9. Provided / you... / we / will... / that
10. you / we / us... / offer / could... / If
11. Unless / can't / you / ... / we / ...
12. can... / we / you / long / agree / on... / As / as

Team A
You are responsible for setting up a new office in Leipheim. The budget for office supplies this year is tight and there aren’t enough for both sites.  Negotiate with someone from the office in Laupheim – see if they’ll share their resources with you.

	What you have in your office now
	What you need for your new office
	What you have at the end of your negotiation

	4 photocopiers
20 filing cabinets
No staplers
30 A4 files
No hole punches
30 cups
10 packets of biscuits
400 blue pens
250 pencils
20 boxes of photocopying paper
	3 photocopiers
8 filing cabinets
5 staplers
20 A4 files
5 hole punches
15 cups
5 packets of biscuits
100 blue pens
100 pencils
15 boxes of photocopying paper
	



Team B
You work in the main site in Laupheim. Your company has set up a second site in Leipheim.  The budget for office supplies this year is tight and there aren’t enough for both sites.  Negotiate with someone from the new office in Leipheim – see if they’ll share their resources with you.

	What you have in your office now
	What you need for your new office

	

	
No photocopiers
2 filing cabinets
4 staplers
No A4 files
8 hole punches
No cups
30 packets of biscuits
50 blue pens
10 pencils
5 boxes of photocopying paper

	
2 photocopiers
8 filing cabinets
5 staplers
20 A4 files
5 hole punches
15 cups
5 packets of biscuits
250 blue pens
70 pencils
10 boxes of photocopying paper

	




Post task discussion
· How successful were you about getting what you want?
· What do you still need but haven’t been able to get it?
· How will you get the items you still need?
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